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factories and dairy societies, which were widely established not
only in Denmark and Germany but in Ireland, France, Swit-
zerland, Holland, Belgium, and several other countries.

A general characteristic of the European co-operative move-
ment is that both in its origin and development there has been
a certain idealism which gave it a special vitality. Thus in
Denmark the movement was associated with a moral and edu-
cational revival accompanied by the development of the People's
High Schools; in Belgium the co-operative organization had a
basis of religion and social culture, whilst the birth of the co-
operative credit movement in Germany was largely a question
of the social regeneration of the rural population. In most
cases it started with the clubbing together of a small number
of villagers to carry out a common object, sometimes under the
leadership of pioneers as in the case of the co-operative credit
movement in Germany, which will always be associated with the
names of Friedrich Wilhelm Raifleisen and Schulze-Delitzsch,
But although it has been built up upon such a small foundation
as this, it has gradually assumed a different character through
the consolidation of the small units with large federated organi-
zations and the ultimate centralization of control.

In Denmark the first successful co-operative dairy society
was established in 1882, not long after the invention of the
cream-separator, which made the formation of large-scale
dairies possible. It was followed by very rapid growth until by
the end of that decade some 600 co-operative concerns of the
kind had come into being. According to Mr. Harold Faber,
there were in 1908 more than 70,000 farms in the possession
of peasants of whom nearly 90 per cent were members of a co-
operative dairy society. These farms occupied more than 70
per cent, of the cultivated area.1 To Denmark also belonged
the credit of laying the foundation of co-operative marketing,
a system which has been imitated almost throughout the world.
By degrees she built up an organization depending not merely
upon co-operation between the individual farmers but upon
co-operation between local co-operative societies. The small

1 H. Faber, Co-operation in Danish Agriculture, London, 1908.